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Fruit Bearing
I had a friend who was forced into retirement because of a physical injury. He was a good guy, friendly,
easy to be around and interesting. Like the rest of us, he struggled to know the will of God and so he
habitually prayed and read his Bible. Because he could no longer work he began to spend more and
more time alone at home watching the various cable news channels. Slowly, over time, his personality
began to deteriorate. He became increasingly bitter, angry and aggressive. The constant controversies
presented in such a divisive way on television began to poison his personality.
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“When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through
the rivers, they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned; the flames
will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord, your God,
the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior….”

CHRISTIAN CHURCH NEWS

Have you ever known someone like that? When they were young and had kids to raise and a career to
build they were positive and energetic and friendly; but when they grew older and retired, the aches and
pains of old age and the constant influx of television news changed them. “What happened to Grandma,
she used to be so gentle and sweet and now she’s mad all the time about something?” you have asked.
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Isaiah 43:2-3a (NIV)
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We often say the Christian life is not the product of individual self-will and effort. Instead, we are to turn
our lives over to the power of God and allow the Holy Spirit to take control. "But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.…,” the Apostle
Paul wrote (Galatians, Chapter 5). We don’t grow and change because we try harder and harder but,
instead, because we increasingly surrender complete control of our thoughts to God. However, with that
said, it must be noted that living the Christian life is not a passive endeavor. We still have a crucial role
to play if we are to effectively surrender our lives to Christ.
I read a story written like this; a farmer once planted two fruit trees on opposite sides of his property.
One he planted to provide a hedge to hide the unsightly view of an old landfill; the other to provide
shade to rest under near a cool mountain stream which ran down beside his fields. As the two trees
grew, both began to flower and bear fruit. One day the farmer decided to gather the fruit from the tree
nearest his house, the one used to provide a hedge from the landfill. As he brought the fruit inside the
house, he noticed that it was a little deformed, the symmetry of the fruit was not very good, but still the

fruit looked edible. Later that evening, while sitting on his porch the farmer took one of the pieces
of fruit for a snack. Biting into the fruit, he found it to be extremely bitter, and completely inedible.
Casting the fruit aside he looked across the field to the other tree over by the mountain stream.
After walking across the field, the farmer took a piece of the fruit from the other tree and bit into it.
Finding the fruit to be sweet and delicious he gathered several more pieces and took them to the
house.
The fruit was greatly affected by the nutrition of the root. Just as the fruit grown by the landfill
became bitter, and the tree by the stream produced sweet fruit, so the Christian has a choice.
We can either put down roots into the soil of the landfill of fleshly pursuits, or into the cool
refreshing stream of the person of Jesus Christ.
The peaceable fruit of righteousness may be tainted by the spiritual nutrition that you have
allowed into your life. Many have been forced indoors because of this pandemic and are now
increasingly exposed to bitter, angry and divisively contentious media. Are you becoming bitter
and increasingly angry and depressed? Could it be that you're spending too much time
immersed in the world and too little time in prayer and in Bible study? It's not too late to
change that, let the seed flourish anew in your good soil.

Spencer
The words of Jesus from Mark, Chapter 4;
“The sower sows the word. These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown;
and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown
in them. In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who,
when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in
themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the
word, immediately they fall away. And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the
thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, but the worries of the world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful. And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and they
hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” (NASB translation)

New News

by Heidi New

CHANGE
Here we are ready for another Labor Day weekend. It’s the unofficial last weekend of
summer. Normally, it’s a weekend filled with campouts, cookouts, picnics and other
get-togethers, but this year has been running a little differently. In fact, there isn’t much that
hasn’t been changed, postponed or even cancelled this year. That includes our church,
which has certainly had an unusual last 5 months of being closed. That changes on Labor
Day weekend though, as we start the gradual reopening process.
Worship is going to look and sound different. For starters, only the first service will be held
inside the sanctuary. In order to keep our congregation socially distant, not every pew will
be used. So, some of us may have to sit in a seat that is not our regular one. It’s just
temporary, folks. The second service will be held in the parking lot just like the oldfashioned drive-in movie theatres. Just tune in your radio, sit back and enjoy. Our Sunday
School classes won’t be meeting in person yet, so Rally Sunday will look different too.
The kids’ Sunday School lessons will be available in a “take-home” format and ready for
pick up at both worship services beginning on Rally Sunday, September 13th.
That is quite a bit of change to get used to, and as we begin this reopening process, it’s
fairly likely that not everyone will be comfortable with each and every change. So, instead
of focusing on each and every change, how about if we focus on and celebrate the things
that remain the same? Here are a few: God’s unconditional love, forgiveness of sin through
Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross, the truths that we can rely on inside of the Bible -- His holy
Word, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the joy of knowing that Heaven is our destination. So,
while many things may be changing, remember that they are just ‘things,’ but God’s
promises are eternal and always unchanging. I can’t wait to see you all back at church!
In His Service,
Heidi
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.
(Isaiah 40:8)
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1

AUGUST 2

NO SERVICE

AUGUST 9

NO SERVICE

AUGUST 16

NO SERVICE

AUGUST 23

NO SERVICE

AUGUST 30

NO SERVICE



If you would have the life holy before men, let the heart be
pure before God. (Thomas Manton)



Look unto Jesus even through your tears.
(Dr. Joseph Parker)



Temper gets most of us in trouble, and pride keeps us there.



It is much easier to keep the fire burning than to rekindle it
after it has gone out.



No man ever repented of being a Christian on his death bed.
(Hannah Moore)

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

6

7

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

13

MORE THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Wed

RALLY
SUNDAY

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

20

8
5:30 p.m.
Budget &
Finance
Committee
Mtg. in
Basement

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

14

15

7:00 p.m.
Virtual Church
Board Meeting
(Zoom)

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

21

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

6:30 p.m.
Policy Review
Meeting
in
Sanctuary
Parlor

27

28

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

22

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

29

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

30

Your continued Prayers are requested for:
Dee Bewley, Muriel Elsey, Stephanie Frye & Dorothy Goldstein,
Theresa & Alvin Meury
Continue to pray for those who are serving in the Armed Forces.

PRAYER CONCERNS & BLESSINGS
Continue praying for SUE BOYD and her family.
Please keep praying for PHIL AND KAY NELL
MILLER. Pray for the STATON FAMILY as they
deal with on-going health issues. Please keep
DALE & MARGIE BRUNK in your prayers. Please
pray for FRED & JOANN PROSSER’S family as
they deal with the loss of JoAnn’s
dad, Joe; please pray for JoAnn’s nephews.
Please keep RYAN SMITH in prayer. Please keep
PAISLEY MILLION in prayer as she copes with
the loss of her aunt, CAMALA MILLION. Please
pray for CINDY ERTELL as she grieves the
passing of her mother. Please pray for LYNDA
MOORE as she undergoes cancer treatments.
Please pray for TONI CARABBA’S husband,
JOHN, as he deals with cancer. Please keep
KAREN MARSHALL in prayer. Please keep
TERESA & CJ PALMER in prayer as they grieve
Dennis’ passing. Please keep JEANNETTE
FONNESBECK and family in prayer as they grieve
Ken’s passing. Please pray for DICK
SUNDSTROM as he grieves the loss of Trudy.
Please pray for SUZIE JOKI, Spencer’s secretary
in Henryetta, OK, as she battles cancer.
THERESA MEURY is on hospice; please keep her
and her family in prayer.

Please keep JOANIE OPP and her family in prayer
as they grieve the passing of Joanie’s daughter,
Tammy. Please pray for BEVERLY CORNELIUS
as she grieves the loss of her husband. Please
remember KAMMY & ROBERT STEEN’S FAMILY
as they grieve the passing of Kammy & Robert.
Please keep the family of TILLIE O’REAR in prayer
as they grieve her passing. Please keep the family
of GLORIA PETERSON in prayer as they grieve her
passing. Please keep the family of EUGENE
SABIN in prayer as they grieve his passing. Please
pray for the O’CONNOR and BRABHAM families
as they grieve the passing of Shirlee O’Connor’s
dad. Please keep HEIDI MORIN in prayer as she
grieves the loss of her mother, Betty. Please keep
DAVE & DAISY EDWARDS and family in prayer
as they grieve the loss of Daisy’s brother, Russell
Oberg. Please keep DENNIS ERICKSON &
FAMILY in prayer as they grieve the passing of
Dennis’ mother, Mary Erickson. Please remember
BOB JIDAS & FAMILY in prayer as they grieve the
loss of Jan. Please pray for MARY HOUSER as
she and her family grieve the loss of Mary’s

grandson. Please pray for Dennis Erickson’s
granddaughter, EMMA BROWN. She has had
some health concerns.

WE ARE REOPENING!!!!
We are planning to resume church worship
services on Sunday, September 6, 2020.
We will have an 8:30 a.m. Worship Service in the Main Sanctuary.
Face coverings are required, and we will maintain social distancing throughout the service.
If you have health issues that prohibit you from wearing a face covering, we ask that you
consider attending the 10:00 a.m. Drive-In Worship Service if at all possible.
There will be limited access to restrooms.
At 10:00 a.m. we will have a Drive-In Worship Service in the church parking lot.
Face coverings will not be required as long as you stay in your vehicle.
Beginning at 9:30 a.m. we will have attendants directing cars to parking places, and
we encourage everyone to follow the directions they provide.
The service will be broadcast on an FM radio station, and the information will be
provided upon your arrival.
There will be very limited access to restrooms.
During both services, we will have music and congregational singing,
followed by the sermon brought by Pastor Spencer.
If you attend the Drive-In Worship Service, we invite you to bring
your Communion elements from home so you can participate in
Communion during the service.
For those of you who attend the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service, Spencer
will give a Communion meditation, but we will not partake of Communion elements
during the service. You will be invited to take a
wafer/juice cup and partake at home (they are hard to open).
Please remember — Bring your own Bible. Bring your own tissues.
Access to the restrooms will be very limited, so please plan ahead.
If you haven’t called in and let us know which service you plan on attending,
we ask that you do so. This helps us know how to best serve your needs.
Thank you!

