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Anyone who knows me knows that I really love the Oregon coast, especially in the winter. Of
course I'm not not alone in this, the Oregon coast is famous worldwide for its wild,
extraordinary beauty. When I first came to Oregon I would, from time-to-time, bring a change
of clothes to church on Sunday just so I could drive to Cannon Beach after the service and eat
at Mo’s or Dooger’s and then lean against a piece of driftwood on the beach and read and
relax.
We experience the coast in three ways; intellectually, physically and spiritually. The vast size
of the ocean and the power of the waves are awe inspiring in their scope. Something about
the enormity of the Pacific renders small all my problems and concerns. I was warned never to
turn my back on the ocean because the power of the sea is always to be respected and can
never be safely ignored. But the problems of the day all seem so insignificant when the
enormity of the ocean serves as their backdrop.
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At the coast I also experience the ocean physically. I feel the wind on my face, the brisk
temperatures, the ocean spray, and the smell of crisp, fresh air. The refreshing qualities of the
coastal experience are not purely intellectual, they are personally visceral; the coast touches
me on an emotionally personal level. I feel the coast while I’m there.
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And, of course I experience the coast spiritually. There is peace, a sense of release, I
sometimes experience while at the coast. Like many pastors, I get a little tired of being told by
some, “I can feel just as close to God while fishing as I do in church.” While that may be true
from time-to-time, when was the last time you felt convicted of sin while relaxing in the
outdoors? Not every encounter with God is meant to be like a day at the beach. Having said
that, still, a Sunday afternoon, after church, at the beach can be a spiritually enriching
experience.
There's so much needless confusion over the concept of the Holy Trinity. The Trinity, God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, is an expression of three distinct ways we
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experience God. “God the Father” describes our experience of God as our
transcendent, awe-inspiring lawgiver, the Creator of heaven and earth and the
universe. God the Father is to be respected with a holy reverent fear, and may not be
safely ignored. God transcends space and time and is too vast to be wholly
comprehended.
Jesus, God the Son, came to us as a person. Jesus showed us what a Christian life
lived here and now is to look like. Jesus cried at the funeral of his friend, He
experienced hunger and thirst, He expressed grief and endured tension so profound
that He literally sweat blood. Jesus laughed and longed and taught and left us a living
example of our personal immanent healing God at work where we are, here and now,
in the messy, dirty reality of life. God is not just far off and overarching but tenderly
present, involved, longing, feeling, and part of our personal experiences.
And certainly God comes to us spiritually. We experience God the Holy Spirit in a
variety of ways which includes “shalom” or “peace.” The peace we experience at the
coast, a peace created by relaxation and rest, is very, very different from the peace of
the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul was not lying on some beach somewhere, he was in
prison when he wrote that the “Peace of God which surpasses all human
understanding,” that Jesus called His “Peace not as the world giveth,” would guard our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus (Phillipians 4). The Greek word used in the Bible for
peace means to “bind together.” We can experience God through His Peace no matter
where we are and no matter what is our life situation, whether at the beach or in prison.
The Trinity is three ways we experience God; God the Father, the law-giving Creator of
the universe, God the Son who lived among us and felt life as we feel it and loved us so
much he died on a Cross and paid our sin debt in full, ushering in the New Covenant of
forgiveness and love, and God the Holy Spirit, that clarity, that convicting power that
healing serenity and peace that binds us together with God. The Trinity, one God,
experienced in three distinct ways.

Spencer
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

by Heidi New

Giving Thanks
What is it that makes you thankful? Is there something that you really appreciate? Being the
Thanksgiving season, this month is a great time to stop and take stock of how much we really have to
be thankful for. To help us look closer at this, I’d like to put out a challenge this month. Let’s try to
make a list and write down at least one thing each day that makes us thankful. The visual reminder of
how richly we are blessed becomes clear as we keep adding to the list.
I started my list and here are a few of my answers:
I am thankful for…
1. A loving God who offers forgiveness, freedom and salvation through the gift of His own
Son, Jesus.
2. This beautiful Church and the wonderful privilege of worshiping in it with fellow believers.
3. A Youth Group that is growing in numbers and in their love for their Lord. (Come check out
the Youth Group bulletin board in the Church parlor and see photos of some of the fun we’ve
been having!)
4. An amazing group of people who volunteered to teach Sunday school and help with
Wednesday nights.
5. My family.
6. My home.
7. A job (two jobs, in fact) that I love.
8. Hot coffee and coconut cream pie.
So, this is just a start, and as you can see, it is easy to do and the list grows quickly. I would love to
encourage all of us to try it, to have fun with it, and most importantly, to give thanks continually all
month long to the Lord our God for His innumerable blessings. Happy Thanksgiving!
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” (1 Chronicles 16:34)

In His Service,
Heidi
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

OCTOBER 7

132

OCTOBER 14

115

OCTOBER 21

125

OCTOBER 26

120 (Festival)

OCTOBER 28

4
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS ENDS

125

5

6:00 p.m.
Trustees
Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Constitution
Review Mtg.

6

7
6:30 p.m.

* Potluck

7:00 p.m.

* MOM Village
* Bible Study
* Youth, College

OUR ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH
THANKSGIVING DINNER
POTLUCK
Please make plans to join us on
Sunday, November 18th,
for our
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner.
Everyone is invited!!!
Dinner will be served right after
our Worship Service (at about
noon) in the Downstairs
Fellowship Hall.
We provide the turkey, dressing
and mashed potatoes; and
we invite you to bring and share
the side dishes, vegetables,
desserts, bread, etc.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
PREPARATION PARTY
Saturday,
December 1, 2018
10:00 a.m.

11

12

7:00 a.m.
Elders
Meeting
12:00 Noon
All-Church
Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Church
Board Mtg.

18

19

13
11:00 a.m.
New Life
Widows’
Support
Group

7:00 p.m.
Choir
Practice

8

9

10

10:30 a.m.

9a.m.-3p.m.
Holiday
Bazaar

16
10:30 a.m.

17

7:00 p.m.
Choir
Practice

15

9:30 a.m.
CWF Meeting

7:00 p.m.

* MOM Village
* Bible Study
* Youth, College

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

21

7:00 p.m.
Choir
Practice

22

Bible Study
6-8p.m
Men’s Game
Night
6-10p.m.
Quilting Class

Bible Study

6-10p.m.
Quilting Class

23

HAVE A
BLESSED
THANKSGIVING

12:00 Noon

We will be preparing and
putting up Christmas
decorations at the church.
Come join us!
If you have questions,
please contact
Donna Keene,
Laurie Zawaski, or
Cindy Ertell.

3

6:30 p.m.

& Kids’ Programs

20

2

14
* Potluck

All-Church
Thanksgiving
Dinner

Office Closed in Observance of
Thanksgiving Holiday

Senior Pastor’s Vacation (11/19 through 11/29)

25

26

27

28

630 p.m.

* Potluck

7:00 p.m.

* MOM Village
* Bible Study
* Youth, College
& Kids’ Programs

Senior Pastor’s Vacation

Sat

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
6-10p.m.
Quilting
Class

& Kids’ Programs

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

Fri

29

7:00 p.m.
Choir
Practice

30

10:30 a.m.

Bible Study
6-10p.m.
Quilting Class
with Teresa

24

Your continued Prayers are requested for:
Dee Bewley, Stephanie Frye, Dorothy Goldstein & Alma Harbour.

CWF HOLIDAY BAZAAR

Continue to pray for those who are serving in the Armed Forces.

Saturday, November 10, 2018
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PRAYER CONCERNS & BLESSINGS
Continue praying for SUE BOYD and her family.
Please keep praying for PHIL AND KAY NELL
MILLER. Pray for the STATON FAMILY as they
deal with on-going health issues. Please pray for
THERESA & ALVIN MEURY as they deal with
health issues. Please keep MARGIE TRAVISBRUNK in your prayers as she deals with health
issues. Please pray for Margie’s daughters,

MELODYE & MARILYNN as they deal with
health issues. Please pray for FRED & JOANN
PROSSER’S family as they deal with health
issues; please pray for JoAnn’s nephew, RYAN.
Please keep RYAN SMITH in prayer. Please
keep WENDY ALLEN in prayer. Keep TIM
SANDERS in prayer as he deals with health
issues. Please keep TONI & JOHN CARABBA

in prayer as John is undergoing treatment for
cancer. Please keep the family of
CHELSEY MILLION in prayer as they grieve
her passing. Remember Chelsey’s little girl,
PAISLEY, in your prayers. She undergoes
tests this month to see if she is still cancer-free.
Please pray for the family of HANNAH TOOMEY
as they grieve Hannah’s passing.

Please remember ALMA HARBOUR and her
family in prayer. Please keep DAN & LOIS
HORNBERGER in prayer as they grieve the
passing of Lois’ mother, Darlene. Please keep
DAVE EDWARDS in prayer as he recovers from
health issues. Please keep NANCY BRIMER
in prayer as she recovers from surgery. Please
keep KAREN MARSHALL in prayer as she deals
with many health issues. Please keep BABY
CARTER AND HIS PARENTS (MARTHA &
VICTOR) & FAMILY in prayer as they deal with
Carter’s health issues.

We will have lots of nice gifts
and goodies!
If you would like to reserve a table
for displaying your items,
please contact Judy Follett
at 503-357-8881.

SAY HELLO TO CARTER
Carter’s mom, Martha, is a
former member of our
Youth Group. She and
her husband, Victor, have
been blessed with this little
one, Carter. Carter was born with a rare
condition called epidermolysis bullosa.
These babies are referred to as “Butterfly
Babies” because their skin is so fragile
that a mere touch can cause injury. If
you want to help with Carter’s daily
wound care, visit his wish list at
www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/
MF9KU5OQCE1R.

OUR ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2018
We will be voting on a slate of 2019 Church Officers
and the Proposed 2019 Budget.
Proxy Forms and Absentee Ballots
are available through the Church Office.

