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God's Beloved Children
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Do you want to know God's moral will for your life? A lot of people do not. A lot of
people say to themselves, “I'm not interested in finding out what the rules are to life.
I'm going to live my life according to my own set of rules.” They decide to live what is
essentially a lawless life. You won't be happy if you live outside and apart from God's
moral will. But how can I know what God's will is for my life?
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There are all kinds of complicated theological discussions regarding God's moral will
for our lives. For centuries now some of the most subtle minds have explored the
deeper questions regarding God's will concerning right and wrong. And we've come
up with a variety of philosophical and theological systems that have been created to
help guide our complex moral calculations. I don't denigrate the efforts of intelligent
people when it comes to philosophy and theology but frankly much of their effort was
unnecessary.
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To some degree the answer to that question is actually very easy. What would be
your will for the life of your own children? When your children were born did you say
to yourself, “I sure hope my child grows up to be an alcoholic, or a drug addict, or
someone who loves or produces pornography, or someone who is constantly angry
and hard to get along with, or someone who spends his or her whole life greedily
striving to make more and more money, and has a bad marriage, is an adulterer, and
is a murderer?” Of course not! You don't want your little girl to grow up sexually
immoral, filled with self-loathing, struggling with anxiety and unwilling to trust, do you?
And did you say when your children were born, “I hope they get to the place where
they feel so self-sufficient that I never hear from them again except when they need
something, but otherwise they never want to spend any time with me or show any
particular love for me?”

We are God's children. And God's will for our lives is the same as any good
father's will would be for the lives of his children. So you can't plead ignorance
now can you? You know what God wants for you; he wants exactly the same
thing for you that any good parent would want for their children. A good parent
wants their children to get along with one another. A good parent wants their
children to help one another. A good parent wants their children to love one
another in a chaste and clean way. A good parent wants his children to live
with dignity, to learn, to grow even if that means that their children must suffer
in life in order to avoid becoming spoiled or grow weak and to improve over the
course of their lifetime. It's easy to understand; God wants us to live clean,
moral, spiritually healthy lives. God loves you even more than you love your
own children.
You are a child of God and God has the same dreams and the same goals
for us as any good parent would have for their children.

Spencer
2 Corinthians
6:16b “I will dwell in them and walk among them;
And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord.
“And do not touch what is unclean;
And I will welcome you.
18 “And I will be a father to you,
And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,”
Says the Lord Almighty.”

New News

by Heidi New

Thinking Outside the Box
Here we are in November, ready to celebrate Thanksgiving. I love Thanksgiving! I mean, what’s not to
love? There’s the pumpkin pie, the mashed potatoes with gravy, and of course the turkey and dressing. All
that deliciousness, and you don’t even have to restrain yourself. There’s no judgment on Thanksgiving when
you reach for seconds on pie.
As great as all that is, there’s a whole lot more to Thanksgiving than just eating oneself into a food coma, and
its meaning certainly can’t be packed up in a to-go box. It’s about embracing our gratitude, realizing the
immense depth of our blessings, and their source. We can be thankful for everything from waking up in the
morning to enjoying beautiful sunsets in the evening and so much in between. We have innumerable blessings
to be thankful for, but when our regular everyday lives get as interrupted as they have been this year, it gets
easy to lose focus.
This year has been a little irregular to say the least. It’s tempting to focus on all that is wrong and not yet back
to ‘normal’, but to do so would mean missing the greatest reason of all for being thankful – for God
Himself. Many places in the Psalms and all throughout the Bible, we are reminded to give thanks to the Lord
for His lovingkindness and for His miracles. That is different from merely muttering,”thanks” when good things
happen and complaining when things go otherwise. Rather, it is always being thankful to God and showing it
by putting Him first in your life and giving Him praise for who He is and what He has done. Putting God as the
main focus of Thanksgiving is different from how many people celebrate, but this difference is good because
our God is worthy of being in first place.
Our church Thanksgiving celebration will look a little different too this year. Because of social distancing
regulations we won’t be able to gather together and eat in the Fellowship Hall inside our church. By thinking
outside the box though, we will still be able to serve Thanksgiving dinner, it will just be in a box...a “to-go”
box. We will have “to-go” Thanksgiving dinner boxes available on Sunday, November 22nd after both
services. They will be handed out in the parking lot next to the church kitchen. Please call the church office
by November 15th to reserve yours.
Thankfully,
Heidi
~ Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth,
Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.
Know that the LORD Himself is God;
It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise.
Give thanks to Him, bless His name. For the LORD is good;
His lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 100)
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OCTOBER 18
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DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS ENDS

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot
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OUR ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH CONFERENCE
IS SCHEDULED FOR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020
As you know, very little has been “normal” this year, and that will also apply
to our Annual All-Church Conference.
We will be voting on a slate of 2021 Church Officers and the
Proposed 2021 Budget.
Your Church Board has done its best to provide ballots
to as many people as possible.
We have sent out an email, and will be posting to our church’s FaceBook page,
as well as updating our church’s website (www.firstchristianforestgrove.org) with
information on how to obtain and return your ballot.
Please do not hesitate to call (503-357-3521) if you have questions.
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THANKSGIVING
DAY

Office Closed
for the Holiday

Preparation
for Hanging
of the Greens

Senior Pastor’s Days Off
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9

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

10

7:00 p.m.
Virtual Church
Board Meeting

15

16

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

17

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

Senior Pastor’s Days Off
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8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot
29

1st Advent
Sunday

8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
In Main Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.
Drive-in Worship
Service in Parking
Lot

24

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

30

Senior Pastor’s Days Off

Your continued Prayers are requested for:
Dee Bewley, Muriel Elsey, Stephanie Frye & Dorothy Goldstein,
& Alvin Meury
Continue to pray for those who are serving in the Armed Forces.

PRAYER CONCERNS & BLESSINGS

Continue praying for SUE BOYD and her family.
Please keep praying for PHIL AND KAY NELL
MILLER. Pray for the STATON FAMILY as they
deal with on-going health issues. Please keep
DALE & MARGIE BRUNK in your prayers. Please
pray for FRED PROSSER AND FAMILY as they
grieve the loss of JoAnn. Please keep RYAN
SMITH in prayer. Please keep PAISLEY MILLION
in prayer as she copes with the loss of her aunt,
CAMALA MILLION. Please pray for CINDY
ERTELL as she goes through a time of transition.
Please pray for LYNDA MOORE as she
undergoes cancer treatments. Please pray for
TONI CARABBA’S husband, JOHN, as he deals
with cancer. Please keep KAREN MARSHALL in
prayer. Please keep TERESA & CJ PALMER in
prayer as they grieve Dennis’ passing. Please
keep JEANNETTE FONNESBECK and family in
prayer as they grieve Ken’s passing. Please pray
for DICK SUNDSTROM as he grieves the loss of
Trudy. Please pray for SUZIE JOKI, Spencer’s
secretary in Henryetta, OK, as she battles cancer.
Please pray for the family of THERESA MEURY
as they grieve her passing. Please pray for
CHARLOTTE GOLDSMITH as she deals with
health issues.

Please keep JOANIE OPP and her family in prayer
as they grieve the passing of Joanie’s daughter,
Tammy. Also, Joanie is dealing with some health
concerns. Please pray for BEVERLY CORNELIUS
as she grieves the loss of her husband. Please
remember KAMMY & ROBERT STEEN’S FAMILY
as they grieve the passing of Kammy & Robert.
Please keep the family of TILLIE O’REAR in prayer
as they grieve her passing. Please keep the family
of GLORIA PETERSON in prayer as they grieve her
passing. Please keep the family of EUGENE
SABIN in prayer as they grieve his passing. Please
pray for the O’CONNOR and BRABHAM families
as they grieve the passing of Shirlee O’Connor’s
dad. Please keep HEIDI MORIN in prayer as she
grieves the loss of her mother, Betty. Please keep
DAVE & DAISY EDWARDS and family in prayer
as they grieve the loss of Daisy’s brother, Russell
Oberg. Please keep DENNIS ERICKSON &
FAMILY in prayer as they grieve the passing of
Dennis’ mother, Mary Erickson. Please remember
BOB JIDAS & FAMILY in prayer as they grieve the
loss of Jan. Please pray for MARY HOUSER as
she and her family grieve the loss of Mary’s
grandson. Please pray for Dennis Erickson’s
granddaughter, EMMA BROWN. She has had

some health concerns.

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER
“IN-THE-BOX”
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020
We will not be having our traditional Annual Thanksgiving Dinner and Potluck
this year. However, we have a small group of volunteers who will prepare and pack
“Take Out” Thanksgiving Dinners for our church members.
In your take-out box, you will find the basics: Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes
and gravy, and geen beans.
If you wish to pick up a “Take Out” Thanksgiving Dinner — or two — please
call the Church Office at 503-357-3521 (or email us at fgfcc@juno.com) by
Sunday, November 15th, and let us know the following:
Your name and telephone number
The number of boxes you need to pick up
Whether you will be picking up your boxes after the 8:30 a.m. service
or after the 10:00 a.m. service

Please don’t neglect to make your reservation; we want to be sure to have
enough for everyone!

HANGING OF THE GREENS PREPARATION PARTY
This year we will not have our annual “Hanging of the Greens” Preparation Party.
However, a family has volunteered to decorate the sanctuary.

